Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley

partner with and equip present and emerging

PC(USA) faith communities in central Alabama

to serve Christ and our neighbors
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Fall Stated Meeting

November 17, 2022
South Highland Presbyterian Church

Birmingham, AL

The Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley

Proposed Docket

November 17, 2022
South Highland Presbyterian, Birmingham,  AL
Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices

9:00 a.m.
Registration




9:30 a.m. 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer                                                                                Moderator Susan Haskell                             
Organization-Declaration of a Quorum, Adoption of the Docket, Seating of Corresponding Members, Welcome of First Time Commissioners, Welcome of Visitors



Consent Agenda
1. To approve the minutes of the August 18, 2022, Stated meeting

2. To approve absences for today’s meeting

3. That an “Electronic Meetings Rule” be adopted for this meeting so that virtual attendees seeking recognition from the Chair be allowed to unmute themselves and call for the attention of the Moderator for recognition and obtaining the floor.

Celebration For Worship In The Season of Christ the King
Prayer of Preparation (silent)
God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, resplendent in glory to rule over all creation. Free the world to rejoice in his peace, to glory in his justice, and to live in his love. Unite all humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Welcome From Host Church, South Highland Presbyterian Church  Rev. Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley
The Praise of God

Prelude               “Overture”  from Fireworks Music by G. F. Handel             Kenny Lewis, organ

*Call To Worship                                                                                                                                                  Abby Gatliff 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him in love.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast.

For we are what He has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God. Day and night around the throne they never stop singing.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, who is, and who is to come.

Let us worship God; Our creating Father, Our redeeming Son, and Our empowering Holy Spirit. (from Ephesians 1 & 2)

*Processional Hymn # 478     Praise My Soul the King of Heaven

*Prayer of Adoration                                                                                                                                        Abby Gatliff 

*Call To Confession                                                                                                                                              Cort Gatliff

*Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                 
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.  We confess that we have not bowed before him, and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of this world, and fail to be governed by justice and love. In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Confessional Response      Lord Have Mercy      


Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy
*Declaration of Grace and Forgiveness                                                                                                       Cort Gatliff
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

O Lord open our lips,

and our mouths shall show forth Your praise.

*Congregational Response #139 (blue) “Come, Thou Almighty King”   
To Thee, great One in Three, the highest praises be, hence evermore!  Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see, and to eternity Love and adore. 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

           The Proclamation of God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                                   Abby Gatliff

Epistle Lesson                 Hebrews 11:1-2, 6, 13-16, 39-40; 12:1-2                               
Gospel Lesson                                   Matthew 14:22-35                                                         Cort Gatliff

Sermon                                              “The Touch of Faith”                       Rev. Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley

The Response to God’s Grace
Offering 





                                                       Dallas Knight
(Gifts go to assist seminary students and pastors in special need)

Offertory Anthem                       Sing to the Lord a New Song                                          Robert Lau

People and tongues of every nation sing to the Lord a new song. bring him a song of jubilation, sing to the Lord a new song.

All God's creatures, old men and children, voices raised in hymns of love. He crowns the humble with salvation. Sing to the Lord a new song.

Mountains and hills and all creation. Sing to the Lord a new song. Join in a hymn of adoration. Sing to the Lord a new song. Praise His name, sing Alleluia! Praise him for his mighty deeds. This is our song, our supplication: Sing to the Lord a new song. Praise him, shining stars, and praise him highest heavens. Oh, all kings and princes praise his holy name. Angels above make melody to him. Now lift your voice, lift up your heart, and sing. Come, Christians all, now raise your voices, sing a new song. Sound the trumpet, play on the lute and harp; dance your dance, and shout for joy. Make music now as heaven rejoices, sing to the Lord a new song.

*Doxology at the Presentation                                                                         LASST UNS ERFREUEN                                                  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                                                                Dallas Knight

Affirmation of Faith                                                          Excerpts from Confession of Belhar 1986

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects, and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another.

We believe that unity, is therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ. We believe that, through the working of God’s Spirit, it is a binding force, 

yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain. 

We believe that the church must together come to know the height and breadth and depth of the love of Christ. We believe that together we are built up  to the stature of Christ, the new humanity.

We believe that we must together know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ. 

We believe that we are called to admonish and comfort one another; to suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; to pray together; and together serve God in this world. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table                                                                                                         Rev. Rick Atkerson

Call to Prayer                                                                
        
   The Lord be with you.


  And also with you.

  Lift up your hearts.

   We lift them to the Lord.


  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.


  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Great Thanksgiving with Intercessions
              “...who forever sing to the glory of Your name:”
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 Great is the mystery of our faith                                                             Rev. Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley
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  Lord’s Prayer                                                              
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Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup Rev. Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley and Rev. Rick Atkerson
Communion of the People 

(Please come forward by the center and outside aisles.  Gluten-free wafers are available in the small containers in the center of the individual tray.  Please return to your pews up inner side aisle.  Those unable to come forward may be served in your pews. Prepackaged communion is available at the center station.)

Communion Music                                 A Prayer for Peace 



 Jon Raybould  Cindy Fisher -Flute/Kenny Lewis-Organ
Prayer after Communion (in unison): 



                  Rev. Rick Atkerson
God of grace, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.  You have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn #142 (blue)                                All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
Benediction                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley

Choral Benediction                                       The Grace                                              Richard Shephard
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with us all, evermore. Amen.

Postlude                                           Finale from Symphony IV                                             C. M. Widor
Ministry Within Our Presbytery
10:30 A.M.
Anti-Racism Presentation


             Thomas DeWolf and Sharon Leslie Morgan


      

11:30 A.M.
Medical Benevolence






                              Tracy Ebarb

12:00 p.m.
 Lunch      

   1:00 p.m.
Reconvene/Call to Order


                                                                                      Susan Haskell  
  1:05 P.M.
General Presbyter's Report (page 8-9)



                              Sue Westfall

   1:10 P.M.
Commission on Ministry (page 10)


                       
                                 John Brock
1. Examine and Approve Abby Gatliff for ordination as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament to serve as Associate Pastor at South Highland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham and for membership in the presbytery. Terms of Call: Effective Salary, $60,523; Social Security Allowance, $4,301; BoP, $6,052; Professional Development, $2,500; Other: $9,000; Vacation, 4 weeks; Study Leave, 2 weeks. (Statements attached- pages17-18)
2. Examine and Approve Cort Gatliff for ordination as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament to serve as Associate Pastor at South Highland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham and for membership in the presbytery. Terms of Call: Effective Salary, $60,523; Social Security Allowance, $4,301; BoP, $22,394; Professional Development, $2,000; Other: $9,000; Vacation, 4 weeks; Study Leave, 2 weeks. (Statements attached-pages 19-20)
3. Examine the Rev. Samuel Kim, Associate Pastor, Auburn-Opelika Korean Presbyterian Church, to transfer into the PC(USA) and for membership in the presbytery. Terms of Call: Effective Salary: $41,340, BoP $21,327, Professional Expenses $2,920 (Statements attached-page 21)
4. Examine the Rev. Petra Sprik to transfer into the presbytery as a member-at-large. (Statements attached-pages 22-23)

5. Examine the Rev. Michael Thurman, Stated Supply at Westminster, Tuskegee, for temporary membership in the Presbytery. (Statements attached-pages 24-26)

6. Approve the recommended Minimum Effective Salary for full-time Installed Teaching Elders for the 2023 year at $44,000. (page 15)
Recognition of Reverend Cody Watson retirement

                           Susan Haskell
Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and earth were born, from age to age you are God.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits.

who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities;

who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
who satisfies you with good things,

and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
 1:40 P.M.
Executive Council (page 27)




                                        Debbie Feagin 

1. Approve the proposed revisions to the Standing Rules. (first reading-pages 28-46)
2. Approve the 2023 Presbytery Budget. (pages 47-50)                                        Tom Bryson
 2:10 P.M.
Trustee's Report (pages 51-52)



                                               Lant Davis
The trustees recommend and move as follows:
1. That the Presbytery authorize and approve the execution and delivery of a Transfer Agreement, in substantially the form attached hereto, by Springville Presbyterian Church, Springville Presbyterian Church Foundation, Inc., and the trustees of the Presbytery on behalf of the Presbytery, with the Springville Preservation Society;

2. That Springville Presbyterian Church and Springville Presbyterian Church Foundation, Inc., be further authorized to make the transfers of property called for by such Transfer Agreement, effectuated by a deed and other documents of transfer in form acceptable to and approved by the trustees of the Presbytery; and

3. That the trustees of the Presbytery are authorized to take such other actions on behalf of the Presbytery as they deem necessary and appropriate to effectuate the provisions of the Transfer Agreement.

 2:25 P.M.
Presbyterian Home for Children (pages 59-61)

                                        Doug Marshall

 2:30 P.M.
Living River (pages 62-65)




                                       Jenny Thagard

 2:35 P.M.
Main Event







                                   Joe Genau

 2:40 P.M.
Nominating Committee (pages 66-69)



                                  Sissy Bain
1. The NC presents the following nominees (pages 66-69) to serve on committees in classes, as indicated.  Ministers of the Word are noted with an asterisk (*), ruling elders are noted by their church membership.  All have agreed to serve on the assigned committees.  The NC respectfully asks the Presbytery to accept these nominees, as indicated.

 2:50 P.M.
Mission Coordinator
(page 73)



   
                              Ralls Coston 

 3:00 P.M.
Stillman







                               Joe Scrivner

 3:10 P.M.
Stated Clerk Report (page 74)  



                                            Peter Finley
1. Approve the Committee on Representation report. (pages 70-72)
 3:20 P.M.
Good news from Churches





    

 3:30 P.M.
New Business (Action Items Only)




    

 3:40 P.M.
Adjournment with Prayer





†Please stand, if able
After the meeting, please turn in your hanging name badge.

We wish to extend a special thank you to Rev. Ed Hurley, and the staff of South Highland for hosting today’s Presbytery meeting.  We would also like to thank Abby Gatliff, Cort Gatliff, Dallas Knight and Rick Atkerson for leading the worship service, Director of music and organist Kenny Lewis and Cindy Fisher, flutist for participating in today’s worship. As always our Tech Team helpers, Robert Newman, Joe Genau, John Heiser and Madison Vaughn.
Next Stated Meeting – February 16, 2022
Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church, Tuscaloosa
