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THE MAIN EVENT

Leadershyp Training € Development





SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN TUSCALOOSA
900 Greensboro Avenue, Tuscaloosa, AL  35401
9:30 KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY PC (USA) CO-MODERATOR, REV. DENISE ANDERSON

10:30-11:45  WORKSHOP A

NOON-1 LUNCH

1-2:15 WORKSHOP B

2:30-3:15 CLOSING PLENARY WITH REV. ROB LEE

(To Register:  Go to http://www.edgewoodpc.org/mainevent2018.html)

**Please note, we are registering for the conference, not for individual workshops.  You will attend the workshops of your choice on the day of the event.**

WORKSHOPS during the A Session 10:30-11:45
A1   Practice in Seeing: Cultivating a Healthy and Fruitful Relationship with Images
Lauren Wright Pittman
Room:  205
The church has had a troubled and estranged relationship with images. In the attempt to re-frame and revive this relationship, we will explore why images can deepen our worship and enrich our spiritual lives, practice new ways of seeing, and learn how to incorporate images and other visual elements into your community's worship life.
Lauren Wright Pittman is an artist + designer + theologian based in Atlanta, GA. She is graphic designer and a creative collaborator of A Sanctified Art, an arts collective providing multimedia art and resources for worshiping communities. She also helps faith communities more effectively tell their stories through ministry branding work.
A2   Finding the Best Fitting Children’s Curriculum
Malinda Spencer
Room:  204
Three styles of children’s curriculum are available at pcusastore.com.  Compare the features of each, and consider which would work in your setting. Participants will be encouraged to consider factors such as ages of children, availability of volunteers, space, scheduling, and other factors.

Malinda Spencer is the associate for curricula training and promotion for Congregational Ministries Publishing, in the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Malinda is a ruling elder and has served at the congregational, presbytery, and currently the national level of the Presbyterian Church.  She is married to Charles Spencer, a Presbyterian minister and stewardship consultant, who has also just opened a candy store in Webb City, Missouri.  They have two sons.
A3   Preparing Teenagers For The Transition To Life After High School
Tommy McGregor
Room:  218
The transition after high school is one of the most challenging for Christian teenagers. In this workshop we will look at why this transition is so challenging and how youth ministry leaders can better prepare high school students before they leave their ministry. 
Tommy McGregor is an author, speaker,  and the founder of TheTransMission, a ministry devoted to guiding students through to a healthy spiritual transition of life after high school. He has spent over two decades in ministry working with teenagers, parents, and ministry leaders, and is passionate about helping others develop a sense of who God has created them to be. He lives in Montgomery, AL with his wife and their two boys.
A4   Spirituality through the Act of Crafting: Making a Journal
Rev. Meg Rift
Room:  208
Anytime we make something with own own two hands, we are expressing as aspect of our created nature to create. The act of crafting is a spiritual exercise. One doesn't have to be skilled, but just have a desire to be open to inspiration as we make a journal.
Meg currently serves the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as an Associate for Curriculum Development in Louisville, KY. She loves writing, editing, and developing curriculum for children and youth. She has recently served churches in the Chicago area. Meg is finishing her Doctor of Ministry degree focusing on worship curation that expands practices of worship.
A5   Safety Awareness Training:  What your congregation can do to be prepared
Sheriff Ron Abernathy
Room:  203
The church shooting in November has prompted churches nationwide to review their safety and security policies.  Join Tuscaloosa County Sheriff Ron Abernathy to learn the most effective steps your congregation can take to be prepared.
Sheriff Ronald S. Abernathy, Sr. has been a resident of Tuscaloosa his entire life.  He is married to Leslie Bambarger Abernathy with four children and is a member of St. Mark United Methodist Church.  

Sheriff Abernathy received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Alabama, and has attended numerous seminars and specialty training schools, including the F.B.I. National Academy. From 1984 – 1993, he served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 493rd Military Police Co. as a Platoon Leader.  

Sheriff Abernathy has been a law enforcement officer for the Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Office since 1988.  He was promoted to Chief Deputy in 1998.  He was appointed by Governor Riley to serve as Sheriff from 2008 – 2009.  His first term as the Elected Sheriff began in January, 2015.  He leads a force of approximately 215 employees.  His jurisdiction covers 1,340 square miles and he oversees operation of a 540-bed jail facility. The Sheriff’s Office maintains criminal clearance rates above the national average with overall responsibilities that include Homicide, Criminal Investigations, Jail, and Narcotics.

A6   The Things That Make for Peace
Carl Horton
Room:  211
The Commitment to Peacemaking is being refreshed and reintroduced to Presbyterians.  Come and learn about the updates to the Commitment and the ways in which you and your congregation can take part in a peacemaking commitment for our time.
Carl Horton leads the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program for the Presbyterian Church (USA).  He is highly committed to equipping peacemakers and strengthening the church at all levels for its engagement in peacemaking.  In his free time he is a backyard farmer, piano student, and kayaking novice.  

A7   Everybody Has a Stewardship Problem!
Jeff Bonner and Jay Wilkins
Room:  206
Whether you know it or not, your church has a stewardship problem. Every church has a stewardship problem. National giving patterns put the average giving at less than 2%. Hear wisdom, insights and suggestions gleaned from this year’s Stewardship Kaleidoscope event. Take away information, inspiration, and motivation to improve your church’s giving.
Jeff Bonner is a long time member of South Highland Presbyterian Church; a commissioned lay pastor and for the last 7 years has been the pastor of the Gardendale Presbyterian Church. He has served the Presbytery as chair of the nominating committee and currently serves on the Small Church Task Force. Jay is the Transitional Presbyter for the Presbytery of Sheppards & Lapsley.
A8   Choosing Music for Worship
Marjorie Johnston
Room:  Choir Room
Participants in this workshop will examine all that is involved in choosing music for worship including hymns, anthems, special music, and working with instrumentalists.  Children’s music and choirs will also be discussed.

A lifelong church musician, Marjorie Johnston currently serves as Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa, AL.  For 16 years, Marjorie sang with the renowned Chorus of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, while serving as the CSO’s Associate Chorus Manager and Music Librarian.  She is on the editorial board for The Journal of the Association of Anglican Musicians, and enjoys a side career as a professional cocktail pianist.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORKSHOPS during the B Session 1-2:15
B1   Triumph and Tragedy: Re-engineering Church Mission for a Post-Colonial Age
Rev. Walt Tennyson
Room:  203
What makes a mission trip or outreach program a positive experience for everyone involved? While there is growing awareness that mission must become more “post-colonial” in order to be faithful, the truth is that programs, staff, volunteers and groups they work with are rooted in practices and assumptions that are not easily changed. Participants will be invited to share their experiences with mission and local programs and reflect on bible and culture through a model that leads to strategic change.
Walt Tennyson has pastored churches in New York City and was Chaplain at Rhodes College in Memphis. He recently completed an interim pastorate at First Presbyterian Church of Hernando, MS prior to his call by YouthMissionCo to start Memphis Youth Mission last year. MYM hosts groups from colleges and churches in “mission immersion” experiences that stay at First Presbyterian Church downtown and work with Memphis nonprofits and faith-based organizations. He and spouse Jody have three children ages 20, 17and 15.
B2   A Necessary Grief: Toward Healing and Hope
Larry Michael
Room:  205
This informative seminar will help leaders to learn: 1) different types of grief and how it impacts survivors; 2) insights in helping grieving individuals move toward healing and wholeness;  3) the importance of educating others about grief and implementing grief ministry in your local church, etc.
Dr. Larry J. Michael is the Teaching Pastor for Adult Ministries at South Highland Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama. He is the author of A Necessary Grief: Essential Tools for Leadership in Bereavement Ministry (Kregel Publications, 2015). He has conducted grief seminars and workshops related in Alabama, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, England, and at the Catholic University, Lviv, Ukraine.
B3   Q&A with the Keynoter
Denise Anderson
Room:  212
Denise Anderson will take questions about her keynote presentation and her work as co-moderator.  Come enjoy some unstructured time with our Keynote Presenter.
The Rev. Denise Anderson serves as the Co-Moderator of the 222nd General Assembly (2016-2018) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Denise was born in Oxford, England while both of her parents served in the U.S. Air Force. She graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Virginia and continued her studies at Howard University School of Divinity in Washington, D.C.

While under care,  Anderson served on her presbytery’s Committee on Representation and as a Pastoral Assistant at Taiwanese Presbyterian Church of Washington, where she led the English Ministry. She wrote for National Capital Presbytery’s monthly newsletter, which later inspired her to start her own blog, SOULa Scriptura: To Be Young, Gifted, and Reformed. In 2014, Anderson accepted a call to pastor Unity Presbyterian Church in Temple Hills, Maryland. She continues to serve National Capital Presbytery where she continues to serve on the Leadership Council and as a Vital Signs© interpretation consultant. She is also on the NEXT Church strategy team, and continues to write, having appeared in a number of publications and contributed to the book, There’s a Woman in the Pulpit: Christian Clergywomen Share Their Hard Days, Holy Moments and the Healing Power of Humor (Skylight Paths).
B4   How Wide is Your Welcome
Cathy Hoop
Room:  209
Our signs in front of our churches say, “All Welcome,” but are all really welcome? Let's explore various aspects of our family ministry, from signage and symbols, to language and practices. Come ready to celebrate how diversity enriches our understanding of God and deepens our sensitivity to the sacred in one another.
Cathy serves as pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa, a More Light congregation.  Prior to ordination, she spent 18 delightful years as director of children's ministries at Second Presbyterian in Nashville, TN.
B5   Adult Education Galore
Malinda Spencer
Room:  204
An overview of denominational resources, including old favorites and new releases, to use in your adult education ministries. A few ideas on best practices will also be shared.
Malinda Spencer is the associate for curricula training and promotion for Congregational Ministries Publishing, in the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Malinda is a ruling elder and has served at the congregational, presbytery, and currently the national level of the Presbyterian Church.  She is married to Charles Spencer, a Presbyterian minister and stewardship consultant, who has also just opened a candy store in Webb City, Missouri.  They have two sons.
B6   Exploring Big God Big Questions: New PCUSA Confirmation Curriculum
Rev. Meg Rift
Room:  208
Big God Big Questions (BGBQ) is our new PCUSA denomination curriculum. Developed in response to the Confirmation Project, BGBQ offers sessions that help confirmands explore the four big questions of confirmation - our baptism questions and our membership questions.
Meg currently serves the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as an Associate for Curriculum Development in Louisville, KY. She loves writing, editing, and developing curriculum for children and youth. She has recently served churches in the Chicago area. Meg is finishing her Doctor of Ministry degree focusing on worship curation that expands practices of worship.
B7   Organ Sampler
Jeff Binford
Room:  Sanctuary
In our time together, we will hear some of the sounds of the new Létourneau organ that was installed at First Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa two years ago.  We will hear a bit about how this organ was designed and how these sounds can be used in worship services and recitals.  Most importantly, we will also enjoy hearing some familiar pieces of music that will demonstrate what this magnificent organ is capable of producing.  This presentation will be both enjoyable and educational.
Jeff Binford has served as Organist at First Presbyterian since January of 2002. 

Jeff, a native of Brownsville, Tennessee, received the Bachelor of Music degree in Organ Performance from Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee, and the Master of Music degree in Organ Performance from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey.  His organ professors include Helen Trotter Midkiff, Dr. Donald McDonald, Dr. George Markey, Harald Vogel, and Virgil Fox, the internationally-known concert organist, Jeff also studied in France with Marie-Louise Langlais of the Paris Conservatoire.   

He has served churches in Tennessee, New Jersey, Florida, Georgia, Texas, and Alabama as organist or organist/choirmaster since the age of twelve.   Before coming to Tuscaloosa, Jeff was the organist at the Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas, one of the flag-ship churches in our denomination.  He has also written reviews and articles for the two major American organ publications: The American Organist and The Diapason.  Jeff appears in a  video series made in Paris that provides information about famous French organists, composers, and churches. The video is available from the Organ Historical Society.  He has played recitals throughout Europe in places such as Sainte-Clotilde church in Paris, the cathedral in Albi, France, the cathedral in Aix-en-Provence, as well as Bach’s church in Leipzig, Germany, the Kaiser Wilhelm church in Berlin, Saint Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, and various other venues in England, Scotland, Germany, Austria, France, Hungary, Poland, and the Czech Republic.
Closing Plenary   2:30-3:15
Rev. Robert W. Lee, IV
Room:  Westervelt/Warner Chapel
The Reverend Robert Wright Lee, IV is an author, activist, commentator, writer, and preacher. Lee is a native of Statesville, North Carolina and recent graduate of Duke University Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina. He received his Masters of Theological studies in May of this year with a focus in practical theology and homiletics. Rob is a regular columnist for the Statesville Record and Landmark, his hometown newspaper in the faith section. Recently, Rob has been engaged as an activist in the field of racial reconciliation. He participated in the MTV Video Music awards and was on the View where he spoke about the need to confront white supremacy and white privilege in white churches.

Rob’s first book is titled Stained-Glass Millennials and explores the relationship between the institutional church and the Millennial generation. It received endorsements from such names as Dr. William Shiell, Dr. Amy Butler, Dr. Stanley Hauerwas, and Dr. Stephen Chapman.

Rob was baptized and raised United Methodist, at Broad Street United Methodist Church in Statesville, and was ordained in the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship at First Baptist Church, West Jefferson. He believes himself to be an ecclesial mutt and cherishes the variety of traditions in which he has served. Lee lives in Boone, North Carolina with his wife Stephanie and his toy poodle Frank. 
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